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The Charlotte Mason Digital Collection is a not-for-profit 
database created in 2009-2011 to assist scholars, researchers, 
educators and students to discover, use, and build upon the 
Charlotte Mason Collection of archives, journals and books 
housed in the Armitt Library & Museum (UK). To learn more 
about this database or to search the digital collection, go to The 
Charlotte Mason Digital Collection. 

Your use of images from the Charlotte Mason Digital 
Collection is subject to a License . To publish images for 
commercial purposes, a license fee must be submitted and 
permission received prior to publication. To publish or present 
images for non-profit purposes, the owner, Redeemer University 
College, must be notified at cmdc@ redeemer. ca and submission 
of a copy of the context in which it was used also must be 
submitted to the owner at cmdc@ redeemer. ca. Credit lines, as 
specified in the License , must accompany both the commercial 
and non-profit use of each image. 

Unless you have obtained prior permission, you may not 
download an entire issue of a journal nor may you make multiple 
copies of any of the digital images. Higher resolution images are 
available. [Low resolution (150 dpi), single copy printing is 
permitted: High resolution images for publication can be 
purchased. Please contact Redeemer University College in 
writing as specified in the License to request high resolution 
images. 

While the document originals are housed in the Armitt Library & 
Museum, Redeemer University College owns the rights to the 
Digital Images (in jpg/pdf format) of the original archival 
documents and artifacts. The original Digital Images and 
database metadata are owned and maintained by Redeemer 
University College. Multiple images are bound together in PDF 
Packages. Click here to download the latest version of Adobe 
Reader for better viewing. In the PDF, click an image thumbnail 
to view it. 

This project was made possible through collaboration among the 
Armitt Library & Museum (Ambleside, UK), Redeemer 
University College (Ancaster, Canada) and the University of 
Cumbria (UK) and with the financial assistance of the Social 
Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada. 


Need help? If you do not see a side-bar with image thumbnails: 

Some of the PDF packages are large and will take some time to download. A very large PDF package may open more successfully 
if you download it first to your desktop. (From inside the database record, right-click on the link to the PDF package and save the 
link to your desktop.) Once it’s on your desktop, you can open it up with a recent version of Adobe Reader . 

If you have a Macintosh with Safari, the default program to open PDFs is Preview, which does not open the PDF packets. Mac 
users need to download Adobe Reader . If this cover page appears without a list of PDF files (either at the side or bottom of the 
screen), look for a paper clip or a menu option to view attachments. If you click that, you should see a list of the pages in the PDF 
package. 

Viewing files with Linux: This works with the default PDF viewer that comes pre-installed with Ubuntu. While viewing this 
cover page in the PDF viewer, click "View" on the top toolbar, and check the box that says "Side Panel". That will bring up the 
side panel. The side panel will show only this cover page. Click the ‘arrow’ at the top of the side panel, and it will give you the 
option to view "attachments." If you click that, you should see a list of PDF files, which are the pages in the PDF package. 
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‘°^ h J iCal tr a : / 

iv idenc e b ^. 1 
Llni n g in °%, 

a11 mJSI 

he althy J% 

Ch SUm s 
nd of life J ,tl «t 
ohiefen^ 

rd v b ° dy> 4 

d h ShlSfe < 
lhe Can best do so | 

MINISTERING CHILDREN’S LEAGUE. 

By the Countess of Meath. 

ON a still autumn morning I had to make an early start in 
order to cross the Irish Channel. As I lay awake about 
dawn the dismal, oft-reiterated sound of the fog-horn caught 
my ear, reminding me of Atlantic voyage experiences, during 
which this dreary noise is all too frequently heard, even 
breaking into the silence of night. It seems to me that 
this warning note is in some ways not dissimilar to that 
of the voice of elders saying over and over again, “ Don’t do 
this,” where the admonition falls into the ears of restless, 
high-spirited children, longing to give vent to superfluous 
energy. The warning, perhaps, remains all unheeded, until 
at length its neglect leads on to punishment and disgrace on 
the one side, and worry and anxiety on the other, parent 
or teacher being conscious of failure in the effort to make 
the offending child behave rightly. There are many cases, 
no doubt, when it would be wiser to leave the young folks 
to their own devices rather than to cause painful friction 
through too frequent interference. On the other hand, the 
system of merely letting things go is full of danger. A child 
may be intent on positive mischief, likely to do him injury 
or to cause suffering to others, and then restraint becomes 
a necessity. On such occasions a burst of passion or the 
sad display of an openly rebellious spirit might not seldom 
be happily avoided, if instead of the words “ Don’t do that, 
those of “ Come and do this ” could be substituted, and some 
pleasant occupation devised to employ fidgetty hands. 

Children can scarcely be too early taught to know the 
satisfaction derived from useful employment, and as I write 
this a vision rises up before me of a sweet little girl of very 
few summers who would sit for over an hour tearing up bits 
°f paper for the purpose of stuffing a pillow for some needy 
person, pro\ ing that even very small people will gladly do 
that which some would regard as most unattractive work for 
an ^ n ^ an t- fh e success of the Kindergarten teaching and 
the joyful faces of the very youthful scholars also go far to 
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prove that children can be extremely happy when employ^ 
and if this occupation can take the form of some little service 
rendered to others it is indeed fortunate. Far too many 
boys and girls on whose education vast sums are lavished 
grow up without their ever having learnt that most important 
lesson, that we are placed in the world to render service to 
others, and that if we fail to do our duty, not only do others 
suffer, but we do ourselves great injury. Too many teachers 
and parents, alas, lose £ ight of this fact, and boys and girls 
grow up to lead a selfish life in their maturer age, not only 
because selfishness is rooted in the human heart, but 
because the higher and nobler part of their nature has never 
been properly developed. 

A society has been at work since the year 1885 which, when 
introduced into any town or district by earnest zealous workers, 
is pre-eminently calculated to prevent such unhappy results. 
Few, if any, societies started within the limits of the British 
Empire in comparatively recent years can point to much 
happier results than can the “ Ministering Children's League," 
unless it be the Parents' Educational Union and the Mothers’ 
Union, and curiously enough these associations seem in 
some ways as if they were made to work together. The 
object of the former society is to help young folks to become 
loving and unselfish, and is not this the very desire which 
is uppermost in the hearts of thousands of fond parents 
belonging to the Parents' Educational Union ? Many a 
heavy sigh is heaved by parents because a child is wilfully 
disposed and exhortations to be good fall on unheeding ears, 
and a young offender, after being finally prevented from 
bullying a younger brother or sister, will proceed to worry 
the cat or tease the dog, thereby making its life a burden 
to it. Children should be taught to know the happiness of 
being kind, in this respect the League is most helpful, 
and they are also shown that work and prayer should go 
together. It is wished that every true member of the League 
should daily kneel down and ask the “Loving Father to 
make him “loving, kind and useful to others." After he 
has done this it is hoped that the little one will rise up to 
do at least one kind action, and more if possible, not in the 
dim future, but on that very same day. If the habit which 
such a rule is calculated to form be acquired in early youth* 
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ar e the supporters of the association to be considered too 
sanguine if they have the highest hopes of its effects on the 
boy s or S’* 1 "! s a f ter Hfe • X° ; for is not the power of love 
which lies at the root of kindness almost infinite ? 

Hitherto I have spoken of the merits of the Ministering 
Children’s League only as an excellent aid to the formation of 
character, but the help the Society gives to the needy must 
not be forgotten. The mere enumeration of the institutions 
which owe their origin to the League points to the fact of its 
usefulness and also to the wide-spread range of its operations. 
Three Homes for Destitute Children in Surrey, a Convalescent 
Home at Exmouth, and a Coffee-house in Richmond, are 
most helpful establishments for the poor in England ; two 
institutions, one a Hospital and the other a Convalescent 
Home, exist in Australia; a Children’s Hospital and a 
Chapel for the Red Indians must be sought for in Trans- 
atlantic lands ; whilst as teaching of industries for the blind 
; being started at Alexandria, in Egypt, it is not impossible 
that a basket shop in this far-off country may be established 
within a reasonable space of time. As for the number of 
garments made for the poor, it would have been next to 
an impossibility to keep count of them ; nor indeed has there 
even been a list preserved of all the charitable institutions — 
except those originated by the League — which have been 
materially helped by the association : but as every branch 
when started is expected, as far as possible, to work for 
some definite charitable object, it will be readily imagined 
that there is no lack of benevolent undertakings which have 
been greatly aided by the Ministering Children’s League. 
However, as I am anxious to interest the readers of this 
Magazine in the Ministering Children’s League, I can, 
Perhaps, best effect my purpose by telling them that the 
Society has been truthfully said to be making “ homes 
Appier,” and therefore I can cordially invite mothers to 
join with their children in this happy, joyful task. I must 
0n ly add that the office of the Ministering Children’s League 
ls at 83, Lancaster Gate, London (where the Society's papers, 
etc >can be obtained), the house in which the first League 
feting was held. 


